Interview with 
Sebastian Martinez, Owner of 
The Iron Horse Bar and Dance Hall 
Cucamonga, California 
August 12, 1957 

I have lived in this community for 39 years. I have done a number 
of different things during that time. I have run a number of different 
barse I have owned this place for the past 10 years. I have had a good 
chance to observe the braceros over that period of time, because they 


have always been among my best customers. I would say that approximately 


25% of my busness comes from braceros at the present time. They tend to 


come in mostly on Friday nights, Saturday nights, and Sundaye I wouldn't 


say I am dependent upon them. I wouldn't say that I would be forced to 
mkaxe go out of business if I didn't have the braceros around, but I 
would certainly say that they are a big help, let us put it that way 

The braceros used to be a realx crazy bunch; real rough, real go-for- 
broke. They would think nothing of smashing beer bottles on the floor. 
They were accustomed to doing this in cantinas in Mexico, where the omner 
would hire some poor peon to go around all day doing not ing but sweeping 
up broken glass from the floor. The nationals used to spend their money 
like wildmen. They had never had real money before and they had no concept 
of the value of it. They would come in here after payday with their 
pockets full of 10's and 20's, and each time they would order a drink, 
they would pull out a new bill of one of these large sizes and would take 
their change in ones. They liked the feeling of a large wad in their 
pockets. Well, as the evening went along and they got more and more beers 
under their belt, they would get a little careless as they pulled out 
their money from their pocket, and money would fall on the floor; they 
mitetkx wouldn't even notice it or care. Every morning, when I came 
around to open up the place, the first thing I would do was to go around 
picking up this loose money from the floor. There used to be 10 or $15 


every daye 


Now, things are different. These fellows have wised up, they have 
gotten smart. Now they carry their money in wallets and they guard it 
as closely as anybody else would. This isn't to say that they aren't 
good spenders; they are, they are very generous. To give you an idea: 
we have dances in here every Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, I provide 
the hostesses. Let's say there are four girls sitting at atable. A 
national comes up and asks one of them to dance with him; when the dance 
is over and he shows her back to her chair, he will buy a drink not just 
for the dirl he danced with, but for all the girls at the table. So 
like I say they are good spenders. 

What to they drink? They go for beer mostly. I seal wine here, but 
they don't seem to care much for the American wines. They say that it 
gives them a terrible hangover. They say it is not laike the wines that 
they used to drink in Mexico, I don't have a hard liquor license, but 
if I did, it would be agoldmine. These guys really go for tequila, 
particularly in the winter. It gets pretty chilly around here and they 
like the tequila because it warms them up. I would say that the number 
of bars and liguor stores in Gucamong has increased as aresult of the 
Bracero Program. 

How do they get along with the local people? TI would say pretty 
well, by and large. In my bar here, I see them talking together in a 
friendly fashion. There are some ill feelings in the community, of course. 
These feelings arise over girls mostly. When they date the local girls, 
the local boys don't like it and sometimes it goes even farther than that. 
Some of them shack-up with the hocal girls; some of them marry local 
girls and then leave them behind with children, either because the national 
is already married, or because the wife doesn't want to go down to Mexico 


with him; or because the husband isn't able to get permission to enter the 


U.eS. But, there isn't so much of this sort of thing nowadays, everybody 


gets along pretty well together. 


3 
Has the Btacero Program had any effect on local wages? Noythe locals 
are getting the same pay that they always have. The standard of living 
in this area hasn't changed since 193. There maybe more local families 
Boing up into the San Joaquin Valley now, and other areas to follow the 
harvest; I don't know much about that. 


Should the program be continued? Certainly, it's good business. 


Editor's note: 


During the course of this interview, there was an obvious prostitute 


in the bar, working behind the bar as a bar-maide 


